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(57) ABSTRACT

An integrated circuit (IC) die has a top side surface providing
circuitry including active circuitry configured to provide a
function, including at least one bond pad formed from a bond
pad metal coupled to a node in the circuitry. A dielectric
passivation layer is over a top side surface of a substrate
providing a contact area which exposes the bond pad. A metal
capping layer includes an electrically conductive metal or an
electrically conductive metal compound over at least the con-
tact area to provide corrosion protection to the bond pad
metal, which is in electrical contact with the bond pad metal.
The metal capping layer can extend over structures other than
the bond pads, such as to cover at least 80% of the area of the
IC die to provide structures on the IC die protection from
incident radiation.

17 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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PROVIDING AN IC DIE INCLUDING A SUBSTRATE
WITH A TOP SIDE SURFACE PROVIDING CIRCUITRY
INCLUDING ACTIVE CIRCUITRY CONFIGURED TO
PROVIDE A FUNCTION, HAVING AT LEAST ONE
BOND PAD COMPRISING A BOND PAD METAL
COUPLED TO A NODE IN THE CIRCUITRY, AND A
DIELECTRIC PASSIVATION LAYER OVER THE TOP
SIDE SURFACE PROVIDING A CONTACT AREA
WHICH EXPOSES THE BOND PAD

!

DEPOSITING A METAL CAPPING LAYER COMPRISING
2021 AN ELECTRICALLY CONDUCTIVE METAL OR
ELECTRICALLY CONDUCTIVE METAL COMPOUND

!

PATTERNING THE METAL CAPPING LAYER TO PROVIDE
THE METAL CAPPING LAYER OVER AT LEAST A CONTACT
203~"| AREA OVER THE BOND PAD TO PROVIDE ELECTRICAL
CONTACT TO THE BOND PAD METAL OF THE BOND PADS

FIG. 2

201~
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1
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT (IC) HAVING
ELECTRICALLY CONDUCTIVE
CORROSION PROTECTING CAP OVER
BOND PADS

FIELD

Disclosed embodiments relate to integrated circuits (ICs)
having bond pads including corrosion protection.

BACKGROUND

The electronics industry is tasked with providing reliable
circuitry, such as to satisty the need for uninterrupted reliabil-
ity for as long as 10 years or more. Corrosion-induced service
failures are one source of reliability failures. For example,
corrosion of printed circuit boards (PCBs) and IC die can
have the effect of causing electrical opens, as well as electri-
cal shorts when the corrosion products creep among the elec-
trical conductors. This shorting mode, sometimes referred to
as creep corrosion, is exacerbated when sensitive electronic
products (having exposed corrodible metal) are deployed in
regions of the world that have significant levels of air pollut-
ants which may be corrosive to metals (e.g., Cl,, H,S, NH;,
SO,, and NO,).

Bond pad and interconnect line corrosion can be mitigated
in several ways. The electrically conductive materials used
can be selected more wisely, such as based on available cor-
rosion data. The electrically conductive materials can be pro-
tected from the pollutants by the use of protective coatings,
device enclosures, or in some limited applications by the
relocation of equipment to more protected environments.
Humidity is a chief contributor to corrosion, as water allows
intimate access of concentrated contaminating species (some
of which become strong acids in the presence of water) and
transportation of corrosion products. A passivation layer
comprising silicon nitride or silicon oxynitride may provide
better environmental performance as compared to conven-
tional silicon oxide passivation, but the passivation layer
needs to be exposed over the bond pad areas to allow electri-
cal contact thereto, typically by a bondwire, which renders
the exposed bond pad areas susceptible to corrosion.

SUMMARY

Disclosed embodiments include integrated circuit (IC) die
having a metal capping layer that is positioned on at least a
contact area of the bond pad area of the IC die. Bond pad
metals such as AI—Cu which are susceptible to atmospheric-
induced corrosion are protected by a disclosed metal capping
layer which provides a corrosion resistant metal material on
the otherwise exposed bond pad metal in the contact area. The
metal capping layer can also be used to cover other areas of
the IC die for providing light protection to the circuitry to
avoid device failure or shifts due to p-n junction currents
resulting from light exposure. Disclosed ICs can also be uti-
lized without any packaging material (e.g., a plastic package)
while still providing corrosion protection to the bond pads in
corrosive environments, as well as providing light shielding
in high brightness environments. Disclosed metal capping
layers when provided over most of the total IC die area can
also provide an effective Faraday shield to provide electro-
magnetic and radiation shielding for the IC die.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made to the accompanying draw-
ings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale, wherein:
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FIG. 1A is atop view depiction of an example IC die having
a disclosed metal capping layer at least on the contact area of
the bond pad metal, according to an example embodiment.

FIG. 1B is a cross sectional depiction of the IC die shown
in FIG. 1A.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart that shows steps in an example
method for forming IC die having a disclosed metal capping
layer at least on the contact area of the bond pad metal,
according to an example embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments are described with reference to the
drawings, wherein like reference numerals are used to desig-
nate similar or equivalent elements. Illustrated ordering of
acts or events should not be considered as limiting, as some
acts or events may occur in different order and/or concur-
rently with other acts or events. Furthermore, some illustrated
acts or events may not be required to implement a methodol-
ogy in accordance with this disclosure.

FIG. 1A is a top view depiction of an example IC die 100
having a disclosed metal capping layer 120 at least on the
contact area of the bond pad metal of example bond pads 105,
106 and 107, according to an example embodiment. Three (3)
example bond pads 105-107 are shown including a disclosed
metal capping layer 120 thereon, with each bond pad 105-107
electrically isolated by isolation regions 126 (which have no
metal capping layer 120) from other areas on the metal cap-
ping layer 120 on the IC die 100. The number of bond pads,
position of bond pads, and shape of the bond pads shown in
FIG. 1A are all arbitrary.

The metal capping layer comprises an electrically conduc-
tive metal or an electrically conductive metal compound
which is in electrical contact with the bond pad metal 121 of
the bond pads 105-107. The metal capping layer 120 can be
about 0.2 um to 10 pm thick. In one embodiment, the metal
capping layer 120 can comprise aluminum or an aluminum
alloy, such as Al or AlSi. The metal capping layer 120 can also
comprise a noble metal. The noble metals are known in the
material arts to be metals that are resistant to corrosion and
oxidation in moist air, unlike most base metals such as copper
which are readily corrodible. The bondable noble metals as
used herein include (in order of increasing atomic number)
ruthenium, rhodium, palladium, osmium, iridium, platinum,
and gold (Au). Au has the advantage of a relatively simple
method of deposition.

The metal capping layer 120 can be seen to cover at least
eighty (80) % of the area of the IC die 100, and can cover the
entire die area except for the isolation regions 126 which
electrically isolate the portions of the metal capping layer 120
(shown as 1204 and 1205 in FIG. 1B) of the bond pad metal
121 of the bond pads 105-107 from other portions of the metal
capping layer 120. A cut line A-A' is shown in FIG. 1A which
is the basis for the cross sectional depiction of the IC die 100
shown in FIG. 1B.

FIG. 1B is a cross sectional depiction of the example IC die
100 shown in FIG. 1A having a disclosed metal capping layer
120 shown including portions 120a and 1205 on the bond pad
metal 121 of the bond pads 106, 107. IC die 100 includes a
substrate 101 having a top side surface 102 providing cir-
cuitry shown as blocks 108,-108, which include active cir-
cuitry configured together to provide at least one circuit func-
tion. Circuitry 108,-108, can include a memory including a
plurality of bits, such as in the case of an IC including a static
random access memory (SRAM). Memory cells are known to
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be light sensitive and can flip bits as a result of light exposure,
which can be blocked by the metal capping layer 120 over the
memory cells.

Substrate 101 can comprise a variety of substrate materials,
such as silicon, so that the top side surface 102 can comprise
single crystal silicon in one particular embodiment. However,
substrate 101 and top side surface 102 can each comprise a
variety of other materials, such as SiGe, or a Ga—N com-
pound semiconductor. In one embodiment the top side sub-
strate surface 102 may comprise an epitaxial layer on a single-
crystal substrate 101. Both n-type and p-type may be used for
substrate 101 and top side surface 102.

Bond pad 106 is shown coupled to node 117 and bond pad
107 is shown coupled to node 123. Some bond pads may not
be coupled to nodes on the IC die 100, and instead be coupled
to the bottom side of the IC die, such as by through-silicon
vias (TSVs) on the die to provide a ground or power supply
contact on the top side of the IC die 100. A dielectric passi-
vation layer 131 over the top side surface 102 which is pat-
terned to provide a contact area which exposes the top surface
of bond pads 106 and 107.

As described above, the metal capping layer 120 comprises
an electrically conductive metal or an electrically conductive
metal compound which is in electrical contact with the bond
pad metal 121 of the bond pads 106 and 107. IC die 100 is
shown including a refractory metal barrier layer 129 between
the metal capping layer 120a and 1206 and the bond pad
metal 121 over the contact area of the bond pads. The refrac-
tory metal barrier layer 129 in one embodiment comprises
TiW. Other known materials for the refractory metal barrier
layer 129 include TiN, Ta, TaN, Ta—Si—N and WNx. A
typical thickness for the refractory metal barrier layer 129 is
from 0.1 pm to 0.5 um.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart that shows steps in an example
method 200 for forming IC die having a disclosed metal
capping layer at least on the contact area of the bond pad
metal, according to an example embodiment. Step 201 com-
prise providing an IC die including a substrate having top side
surface providing circuitry including active circuitry config-
ured to provide a function, having at least one bond pad
comprising a bond pad metal coupled to a node in the cir-
cuitry, and a dielectric passivation layer over the top side
surface providing a contact area which exposes the bond pad.
Step 202 depositing a metal capping layer on a dielectric
passivation layer on the IC die comprising an electrically
conductive metal or electrically conductive metal compound.
In one embodiment, the depositing of the metal capping layer
can comprise a sputter process and the metal capping layer
can comprise Al or AlSi. In one another embodiment, the
depositing of the metal capping layer can also comprise an
electroplating process and the metal capping layer can com-
prise gold.

Step 203 comprises patterning the metal capping layer to
provide the metal capping layer over at least a contact area
over the bond pads having an exposed bond pad metal. When
the metal capping layer comprises Al, a positive mask may be
used. When the metal capping layer comprises gold, and
inverse mask may be used. The resulting metal capping layer
is in electrical contact with the bond pad metal over the
contract area. The metal capping layer after patterning can
cover at least eighty (80) % of an area of the IC die, such as at
least 95% of an area of the IC die.

The method can further comprise depositing a refractory
metal barrier layer before depositing the metal capping layer.

Advantages of disclosed embodiments include savings of
packaging materials as the metal capping layer when pro-
vided over most of the total IC die area can protect the IC die
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from incident light and from corrosion eliminating the need
for a conventional package for the IC die. Joule heating for
some IC die during operation can be high. For such IC die,
heat transfer is aided from the top side of the IC die since the
metal capping layer provides good thermal conductivity, and
when provided over most of the total IC die area can provide
a heat spreader which improves heat transfer to the ambient.
Disclosed metal capping layers when provided over most of
the total IC die area can also provide an effective Faraday
shield to provide electromagnetic and radiation shielding for
the IC die.

EXAMPLES

Disclosed embodiments are further illustrated by the fol-
lowing specific Examples, which should not be construed as
limiting the scope or content of this Disclosure in any way.

A wafer is provided including a plurality of IC die having
a top side surface providing circuitry including active cir-
cuitry configured to provide a function, following fabrication,
includes metallization and a passivation overcoat (PO)
thereon. The metallization may be single level, or multi-level.
The top metal layer is a patterned layer and provides bond
pads which at least some of which are coupled to nodes in the
IC. In this example the top metal layer is AlCu, which is
known to be prone to corrosion.

A refractive metal barrier layer is deposited, for example,
0.2 um of TiW may be deposited. A metal capping layer
comprising an electrically conductive metal or an electrically
conductive metal compound is deposited and then patterned.
For example, the metal capping layer can be about 0.5 pm to
4 um thick, and can comprise Au, Al or AlSi. Following
patterning of the metal capping layer, the metal capping layer
at least covers the contact area of the bond pad and is thus in
electrical contact with the bond pad metal via the refractive
metal barrier layer. The exposed TiW is then removed, such as
by a plasma process to remove any surface TiW oxides,
followed by a TiW wet etch to clear the exposed TiW. A sinter
at about 435° C. (e.g., in N,, or N,/H, (forming gas) can be
used to reduce fixed charge density. The wafer can then be
singulated into a plurality of die. The die may be directly
mounted to a substrate (e.g., printed circuit board), and
bonded to using the metal capping layer capped bond pads,
such as by bond wires.

Disclosed embodiments can be used to form semiconduc-
tor die that may integrated into a variety of assembly flows to
form a variety of different devices and related products. The
semiconductor die may include various elements therein and/
or layers thereon, including barrier layers, dielectric layers,
device structures, active elements and passive elements
including source regions, drain regions, bit lines, bases, emit-
ters, collectors, conductive lines, conductive vias, etc. More-
over, the semiconductor die can be formed from a variety of
processes including bipolar, CMOS, BiCMOS and MEMS.

Those skilled in the art to which this disclosure relates will
appreciate that many other embodiments and variations of
embodiments are possible within the scope of the claimed
invention, and further additions, deletions, substitutions and
modifications may be made to the described embodiments
without departing from the scope of this disclosure.

The invention claimed is:

1. An integrated circuit (IC) die, comprising:

a substrate having a top side surface providing circuitry
including active circuitry configured to provide a func-
tion, having at least one bond pad comprising a bond pad
metal coupled to a node in said circuitry, and a dielectric
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passivation layer over said top side surface providing a
contact area which exposes said bond pad, and

ametal capping layer and having a first portion over at least

said contact area in electrical contact with said bond pad
metal and a second portion over the dielectric passiva-
tion layer not in electrical contact with any bond pad
metal.

2. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said metal capping layer
covers at least eighty (80)% of an area of said IC die.

3. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said metal capping layer
comprises aluminum.

4. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said metal capping layer
comprises a noble metal.

5. The IC die of claim 4, wherein said noble metal com-
prises gold.

6. The IC die of claim 1, further comprising a refractory
metal barrier layer between said metal capping layer and said
bond pad metal over said contact area.

7. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said top side surface
comprises single crystal silicon.

8. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said IC die comprises a
memory including a plurality of bits.

9. The IC die of claim 1, wherein said bond pad metal
comprises copper.

10. A method of fabrication integrated circuit (IC) die,
comprising:

providing an IC die including a substrate with a top side

surface providing circuitry including active circuitry
configured to provide a function, having at least one
bond pad comprising a bond pad metal coupled to anode
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in said circuitry, and a dielectric passivation layer over
said top side surface providing a contact area which
exposes said bond pad,

depositing a metal capping layer on said dielectric passi-

vation layer, and

patterning said metal capping layer to provide said metal

capping layer over at least said contact area, wherein a
first portion of said metal capping layer is in electrical
contact with said bond pad metal over said contact area
and a second portion of the metal capping layer is not in
electrical contact with any bond pad metal.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein said metal capping
layer is 0.2 um to 10 pm thick.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising depositing
a refractory metal barrier layer before depositing said metal
capping layer.

13. The method of claim 10, wherein said metal capping
layer covers at least eighty (80)% of an area of said IC die.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein said depositing said
metal capping layer comprises a sputter process and said
metal capping layer comprises aluminum.

15. The method of claim 10, wherein said depositing said
metal capping layer comprises an electroplating process and
said metal capping layer comprises gold.

16. The method of claim 10, wherein said top side surface
comprises single crystal silicon.

17. The method of claim 10, wherein said bond pad metal
comprises copper.



